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February News from Mrs. Hampton’s Class 

 

Valentine Exchange and Party 

Our Valentine’s Day party is on Friday, February 12th at 2:00 pm.  
The children will be able to exchange Valentines at that time. 
If your child would like to participate in the Valentine exchange, I ask 
that he or she give a Valentine to each child in the class. 
As per Loudoun County School policy, please do not put candy in 
the Valentines. (Non-food items, like erasers or pencils are fine.) 

The children in the class are listed below. 
              BOYS:                                   GIRLS: 
Matthew   Kimberly A               Haylee 
Leonso   Ala               Briana 
William   Jenny               Marwah 
Sean   Emily               Kimberlee S 
Caleb   Mia 
Aaron   Alyssa 
Alex   Coryn 
Landen   Nathalia 
 
CogAT testing is February 15th through 19th for our class 
All second graders in the county will take the Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAT) in February. The CogAT tests a child’s thinking skills and 
ability to problem solve rather than material taught by a teacher.  The 
CogAT will be given on the computer. 
The best way to help support your child is to make sure he or she:  

gets enough sleep the night before,  
eats a good breakfast,  
and arrives on time for school. 

The practice test for the CogAT will be given this week on the 
board in the classroom.  (February 4th). The practice test provide an 
opportunity for children to feel comfortable with the types of test 
questions and the format of the test.  

The CogAT tests will be given Monday, February 15th; 
Tuesday, February 16th; and Wednesday, February 17th. Tests will 
start promptly at 8:30 am for our class. Because this is a 
standardized test, students arriving late will not be able to enter 
the computer lab in the middle of a testing session. Any tests 
missed will be made up at another time. 
If at all possible, we request that you limit doctor’s appointments and 

Welcome back from our  
second winter break! 

Bookorders 

The February  

book orders  

will be sent  

home on  

Thursday, the 

4th       

and are due 

on Thursday,  

the 11th. 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays! 

We have 
two 

February 
birthday!  

Caleb’s is 
on the 19th!  

 
Leonso’s is 
on the 21st! 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Karen.hampton@lcps.org 
Leesburg Elementary School 

571.252. 2860 
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Math: 
This quarter, we are working on mastering double-digit addition. This includes 
estimation to the nearest ten to get an estimate and then computation using the 
regrouping method (“carry the one”).   
Next, we will work on mastering double-digit subtraction. This includes estimation to 
the nearest ten to get an estimate and then computation using the trading method 
(“borrowing”).   
It includes the concepts of rounding, place value, and the basic facts which we will review 
from first semester.  (That’s why it is so important for the students to know the basic 
addition and subtraction facts by memory.) 
 
There are three errors that occur most often in double-digit computation. 

1. Computation errors. If children do not know their facts accurately, it makes it very 
difficult to be accurate with double-digit computation. 

2. Regrouping or trading when not needed. Students need to ask themselves, “Do I 
need to regroup or trade?” instead of regrouping or trading on every problem. 

3. Subtracting up when they can’t go down. Some students will try 9-3 in the ones 
column instead of trading in the problem 43-19= ____. 

 
Social Studies 
We will be working on our Ancient China unit.  The test will be the week of the 26th.  
I will send a study guide home with a test date later in the month. 
Important vocabulary includes: 
China Asia  Chinese   civilization   Himalayan Mountains 
Great Wall of China  Gobi Desert Taklimakan Desert  Yangtze River  
Yellow River   Pacific Ocean lunar calendar  emperor 
dynasty nobles peasants  ancestors    festivals 
characters   ancient        inventions (kite, fan, abacus, porcelain, tea, silk, ink, fireworks, gunpowder, paper,     

                                                                    wheelbarrow, compass, seismograph)  

Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day! 


